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EVENTS
SUNDAY:
9:45 - Sunday School
11 - Worship Service
4 - Adult Choir Practice
6 - Children’s Choir
6 - Adult Bible Study, Youth

WEDNESDAY:

6 - Adult Bible Study/Prayer,
Youth, Children in Action,
Mission Friends

7 - Adult Choir Practice

July 4 - Independence Day
(Church Office Closed)

July 5 - Church Office Closed

July 7 - Lord’s Supper 11 am;
Lunch Bunch 3 pm; Deacon’s
Meeting 7 pm

July 14 - Called Business Meeting
Deacon Nominations 11 am

July 14-18 - Vacation Bible School
5:30-8 pm; Parents Night July 19

6 pm

July 20 - Newsletter Articles
Deadline

July 21- Lunch Bunch 3 pm;
Church Council 5 pm

July 28-31 - Youth Deep Impact

Church Staff

Rev. Drew Dalton, Pastor
Stephen Willie, Minister of Music
David Workman, Interim Pianist
Susan Willie, Secretary

Pastor Drew 828-448-5659
Office: 828-668-7853
Fax: 828-668-7578
Email: offbc@frontier.com
Website: oldfortfirstbaptist.com

Reflections of a
Shepherd

July Fourth is a special day for America.
Indeed, it is a special day for humanity. The
reason being it is the day that we as Ameri-
cans celebrate our freedom, our liberty.
(And by Americans I mean residents of the
United States of America, though recently
the term is being co-opted to mean anyone
who lives in the American continents). It is
the celebration of the birth of our nation,
The Great American Experiment as it is
sometimes called. It truly is a great day!
But freedom, as it is commonly understood
today, is a lie; or, at the very least, it is a
myth that goes beyond the bounds of logical
reason or conventional wisdom. Let me
explain.

When our Founding Fathers established
our country they set forth to ensure her citi-
zens what was deemed to be “unalienable
rights” given to us by our “Creator.” Thus
our freedom was guaranteed to us by the
Almighty Father. As such, our rights would
be restrained by things such as morality and
ethics. However, today, when many say
“freedom;” what they really mean is the
“right” to be able to do whatever I want,
whenever I want, to whomever I want with-
out the interference of anyone else. Unless
of course, what you want is to own a fire-
arm, or pray in school, or object to the
moral decline of this country. Our society
wants the “right” to be able to do anything
they wish without regard to how these ac-
tions might impede or infringe on someone
else’s rights. When they say “free society”
what they are really insisting on is anarchy.
What they want is the “right” to be able to
do what is right in their own eyes.

An astute Bible student will recognize
this phrase from the book of Judges. The
book of Judges contains some of the most
graphic descriptions of the human capacity
for violence; as well as the results of this
understanding of “freedom.”  Think about

it, when “everyone did what was right in
their own eyes” we have a king eviscerated
while he is as my Grandma would say,
“sitting” (3:20ff). We have a woman seduc-
ing a man in order to drive a stake through
his skull (4:17-21). We have a man, who
was the son of a prostitute, sacrificing his
daughter to Yahweh (11:30-40). We have
the Benjamites gang raping a concubine
who is then butchered by her owner (19:20-
31). In retaliation, the rest of the nation
almost decimates the tribe, by my count
90,000 to 108,000 Benjamites died (20:19-
48).

Doesn’t “freedom” sound grand? Does-
n’t it sound like paradise? When “everyone
does what is right in their own eyes” the
results are a land ruled by fear and violence.
It isn’t the land of the free and the home of
the brave. It’s more like the land of the
fierce and the home of the brutal. Unfet-
tered freedom isn’t freedom at all; it’s anar-
chy. Freedom and liberty can’t mean that
“everyone does what is right in their own
eyes.”

As Americans we have allowed freedom
to be defined by the world and as a result,
we now have mother’s with the “right” to
rip their own children from their womb. We
have the government forcing Christians to
celebrate same-sex marriage, recognizing
one’s right while denying another’s. We’re
being denied our “freedom of speech” by
accusing us of “hate speech.”  When
“everyone does what is right in their own
eyes” no one does, because “every inclina-
tion of the human heart is evil all the
time” (Gen. 6:5). 1 believe our Founding
Fathers understood that; it is time that we
did too.

Pastor Drew
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